
Can al Flats  – a Pep  Talk 
 
Go in g  abo ut o ur day to  day life in  o ur h o m e co m m un ity, we can  lo s e track o f h o w  far we’ve co m e as  a co m m un ity in  a s h o rt 
p erio d o f tim e. In  2015  we faced calam ity with  clo s ure o f th e m ill. Th e very future o f th e co m m un ity un der th reat. Jo bs . Po p -
ulatio n  lo s s . Keep in g  th e s ch o o l o p en .  
 
Recen t tim es  h ave been  a real p age turn er in  th e s to ry o f Can al Flats :  
• Co lum bia L ake Tech n o lo gy Cen ter (CL TC) es tablis h es . 
• Creatio n  o f m an y quality jo bs  at CL TC (BIDCO , Po dTech ). 
• Iris  En ergy p urch as e o f Po dTech  to  co n tin ue to  g ro w  data cen tre fabricatio n  an d o p eratio n . 
• Bigger an d better BID Gro up  re-build o f fabricatio n  s h o p  des tro yed by fire. 
• O n g o in g  digital m arketin g  s kills  train in g  p ilo t (Alacrity Fo un datio n ) is  firs t rem o te digital eco n o m y train in g  an d firs t co n -

tin uin g  educatio n  co urs e h eld in  Can al Flats . Fo ur Can al Flats  res iden ts  are am o n g  th e 13  takin g  th e co urs e.    
• N ew O fficial Co m m un ity Plan  reco g n ized with  an  Ho n o urable M en tio n  at th e U n io n  o f BC M un icip alies  (U BCM ) awards . 

Th e Plan  features  h o us in g  in n o vatio n  an d m ix ed-us e p lacem akin g  th at will o ffer m an y affo rdable h o us in g  o p tio n s , cre-
ate o p p o rtun ities  fo r res iden ts  to  build n es t egg s  with  furth er p r o p erty develo p m en t, an d h elp  attract n ewco m ers . 

• N ew Z o n in g  Bylaw.  
• M ajo r up g rade to  th e Can al Flats  aren a. 
• O ld curlin g  club dem o lis h ed. 
• U p dated wayfin din g  s ig n age 
• Co m p letio n /im p lem en tatio n  o f Eco n o m ic Develo p m en t Strate-

gy an d In dus trial L an d Strategy. Gen eratio n  o f a h o tel feas ibil-
ity s tudy. 

• N ew V illage bran d, webs ite with  25 ,000 p ageviews , an d co o l 
p r o m o tio n al video  with  13 ,000 views .  

• U n ique “m o un tain  m o dern  in dus trial” buildin g  arch itectural 
s tyle vis ualized. 

• Sp earh eadin g  o f creatio n  o f a n ew Tech n o lo gy Strategy fo r 
Co lum bia V alley (to  be develo p ed in  2020) th at will h elp  p lan  
fo r a n ew eco n o m ic future, an d n ew jo bs  an d en trep ren eur 
o p p o rtun ities .  

• O n g o in g  o ld s ch o o l redevelo p m en t (Co lum bia L ake M ercan -
tile) in to  co m m ercial s p aces , even t cen tre, café, an d res iden tial 
un its . 

• 6 00% in creas e in  h o us in g  s tarts  an d 1000% in creas e in  build-
in g  p erm it value in  2018  vs  2017 (m o s t s in ce 2007). 

• M an y n ew trees  p lan ted. 
• M ajo r water lin e in fras tructure up g rade.  
• Recen t ap p licatio n  fo r g ran ts  to  develo p  a 4 0-s p ace ch ildcare facility. 
• Co lum bia Bas in  Trus t g ran t o f $170,000 to  develo p  an  o utdo o r p avilio n  an d p ublic was h ro o m  in  o ur do wn to wn  p ark.  

Buildin g  o f n ew Ko o ten ay W es t M in e Ro ad (Ko o ten ay 3  FSR). 
Develo p m en t activity at Pain ted Ridge.  
Flats  Fes t an d M o wers  an d M us ic are n ew  p o p ular even ts .  
 

All o f th is  is  a p ro duct o f yo ur belief in  o ur future, an d yo ur co n tributio n  to  dis cus s io n , ideas , an d p ro jects . So  m an y h ave 
w o rked s o  h ard. W h en  we w o rk to geth er we are s tro n ger, an d o ur ach ievem en ts  g reater. 
  
W e s h o uld all be p r o ud o f o ur to day. W e can  h ave n ew  co n fiden ce th at th e future o f Can al Flats  will be brigh t.    
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